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Ayala, Francisco, Darwin and Intelligent Design.  Fortress Press.

Distinguished, award-winning geneticist explains misunderstandings of exactly what the biological theory of evolution claims.  And he carefully distinguishes between the science of evolution from evolutionary themes wedded to naturalistic/atheistic philosophy.  Draws themes from biology regarding potential for development, such as God’s patient developmental plan for the universe, God’s love of biodiversity, and even why imperfections improved by evolution can be understood in God’s plan.

_____.  Darwin’s Gift to Science and Religion.  Joseph Henry Press.

2010 Templeton award winner Ayala addresses a surprising thesis:  that Darwin’s scientific achievement in describing natural selection reveals a world that is contingent in certain respects, chancy, open to possibilities, not closed and determined.  This theme resonates with classical Christian theology:  that God has chosen to give creation an appropriate degree of freedom. Not only is this true in the human realm, but it appears scientifically to be true in biological nature as well.

Barbour, Ian.  Issues in Science and Religion.  Harper.

Standard text in Science and Religion.  Gives historical background, categorizes different concepts of the science-religion relationship, defines terms, identifies important movements.  Barbour’s own interest in process philosophy and theology are evident when he articulates his view.

Collins, Francis.  The Language of God.  Free Press.
 
Director of the Human Genome Project in the 1990s (now the Director of the National Institutes of Health) writes of his turn to Christian faith.  Spends the early pages on exposure to Lewis’s Mere Christianity as pivotal.  Discusses the meaning of our ability to map any genome.  Critiques creation science and intelligent design movements while working toward a more harmonious view of Christian faith in relation to what the sciences tell us.

Flew, Antony. There Is a God:  How the World’s Most Notorious Atheist Changed his Mind.  HarperOne.

Influential atheistic philosopher for the second half of the twentieth century recounts his intellectual journey to a form of Deism.  Flew reasoned philosophically to the existence of a Supreme Mind based on facts such as the universe operates by mathematically precise laws and the fact that there human rationality can understand them.  He is not claiming that science per se proves God or that he was persuaded by the recent ID movement.


Giberson, Karl.  Saving Darwin.  HarperOne.

Career physicist and now vice president of the BioLogos Foundation, Giberson tells his personal story of growing up with fundamentalist/literalist ideas about a literal creation account in Genesis and corresponding antagonism toward Darwinian ideas, etc.  He explains how his understanding developed to see the compatibility of science, including evolution, with Christian faith.


Gingerich, Owen. God’s Universe.  Harvard University Press.

Distinguished Emeritus Professor of Astronomy at Harvard brings insights of a long career and of deep Christian faith to bear on the question of science and faith.  A great little book for a quick read, points out the legitimate sense in which the universe may bge seen as a product of intelligent design in contrast to the mistaken attempt of the ID movement.  Offers sage wisdom on why the personal, redeeming God of Christianity would create an evolutionary universe with the kinds of entities and processes that science studies.

Lewis, C. S.  “Is Theology Poetry?” in The Weight of Glory.  HarperOne, revised edition, 1980.

Discusses the critique of theology as merely subjectively oriented poetry that appeals to the emotions but does not have factual character.  Masterfully turns the tables on the Progressive Evolutionary Outlook which advances this critique.  Distinguishing real evolutionary science from its absorption into a grand narrative of inevitable progress and human improvement, Lewis exposes the real culprit—philosophical naturalism—and shows that it undercuts the validity of rational thought whereas theism’s concept of rational God upholds it.

______.  Miracles.  HarperSanFrancisco.

Discusses the concept of laws of nature as studied by the sciences and shows not only that there is no problem in the theistic conception of nature as created by and interacted with by a supernatural being but that the validity of rational thought requires theism.  The essential argument is that the position of philosophical naturalism entails that all events are deterministically caused by some process describable by the laws of nature.  Yet rational thought must be somehow distinct from such causality to be valid and reliable regarding truth.  Theism makes a rational God accountable the reliability of human rational thoguth.  This is Lewis’s argument from reason.
 

______.  “Religion and Science” in God in the Dock:  Essays on Theology and Ethics.  Edited by Walter Hooper.  Eerdmans.

Exposes the fallacy in thinking that any particular science or that the sciences in aggregate have shown that God does not exist.  Again, it is philosophical naturalism that Lewis severely criticizes. 

	______.  “The Funeral of a Great Myth” in Christian Reflections.  Eerdmans.

In the style of a funeral oration, Lewis seeks to “bury” the Great Myth of Naturalistic Progressive Evolutionism.  He continues his standard distinction between real science which reveals evolutionary processes and the philosophical picture which integrates this science into a great atheistic narrative that captures the modern imagination.

Morris, Simon Conway.  Life’s Solution:  Inevitable Humans in a Lonely Universe.  Cambridge University Press.

Acclaimed Professor of Evolutionary Paleobiology at Cambridge University shares his extensive research and reflections on why there seem to be evolutionary pathways, leading to similar structures and even to intelligent life.  There seems to be a kind of inevitability to our appearance in the universe. This scientific discovery is considered in light of the Christian affirmation of a creative God who willed a universe into being which would bring about rational animals who could be invited into relationship with him.

Peterson, Michael, et al.  Philosophy of Religion:  Selected Readings 4th edition.  Oxford University Press.

This standard anthology of selections from important original texts in the field of philosophy of religion contains a section on the Science-Religion Debate in intellectual culture.  Peterson’s introductory essay makes helpful distinctions and categorizes the different approaches to the discussion.  Brief representative readings are included from famous authors in the field:  Gould, Dawkins, Dembski, Kitcher, Polkinghorne, Lennox.  Additionally, this text contains discussions of faith and reason, and classical and contemporary arguments for the existence of God (such as the cosmological and the fine-tuning arguments), and the problem of evil and suffering—all of which bear upon the rational discussion of whether God exists.

_____.   Reason and Religious Belief 4th edition.  Oxford University Press.

Companion to Philosophy of Religion above, is a discussion of all of the issues that frame the field of philosophy of religion:  faith and reason, arguments for and against the existence of God, science and religion, etc.  Helps the student digest and understand the issues and options emerging from the primary sources contained in the companion volume.


Polkinghorne, John.  Belief in God in an Age of Science.  Yale University Press.  .

One of the most profound voices in the discussion, former physicist become Anglican priest explains that stereotypes of the conflict or at least insulation of science and religion fail to see the deeper, underlying collegiality and affinity of these two “cousins.”


_____.  One World:  The Interaction of Science and Theology.  Templeton Foundation Press.  

Rejecting the idea of a divorce between science and theology, Polkinghorne shows how both areas of knowledge contribute valid and consistent knowledge of the total reality God created.  All truths are God’s truths; it is our responsibility to seek understanding.

_____.  Science and the Trinity.  Yale Unviersity Press.

Emphasizing an important theme, Polkinhorne shows why especially classical Trinitarian Christian faith is full of insights for the science-religion discussion.  Topics include the goodness of matter, the sacramental nature of reality, how a physical environment can be a setting for relationality, and how eschatology is important to the debate, etc.

The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Science.  Phillip Clayton, Editor.  Oxford University Press.

Extensive encyclopedia of topics in the field addressed by well-known experts.  Topics include how science is viewed in various world religions, the concept of divine action in light of science, the contribution of Trinitarian Faith, and many more.  Pannenberg, Polkinghorne, Schloss, Rolston, just begin the long list of authors.

Ward, Keith.  The Big Questions in Science and Religion.  Templeton Foundation Press.

Respected author in the field tackles ten enduring big questions which now must factor in modern science, including the possibility of miracles, the end of the universe, whether the spiritual is essentially nonmaterial, the nature of the soul, and the possibility of divine action in the world. 
