Doctor of Ministry Program

Course Syllabus

Course: 

DM891 – Ministry Research Design & Methods (2 credits)




DM892 – Ministry Research Reporting (1 credit)



Section DM
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Required
Date of Course:  
January 9-13, 2012
Location/Campus
Wilmore

Enrollment Limit:
30

Instructor:

Dr. Verna J. Lowe




Email:  verna.lowe@asbury.edu



Office:  859.858.3511 x. 2208




Fax:  859.858.3921

Course Description

DM891 and DM892 will orient you to the scope, design, methods, data analysis, and presentation of church ministry-oriented research.  Instruction and learning modules will focus on the development of the dissertation project (ministry intervention) proposal consisting of Chapters 1-3 of the dissertation in its formative state.  Chapters 1-3 includes a statement of the problem, the review of related literature, the theoretical and theological framework, and the methodology for data collection and analysis. 

Course Goals

1. Use critical inquiry in the analysis of contemporary research articles to build models of thinking for the dissertation researcher.

2. Identify and define a researchable problem within the ministry context.

3. Draft a biblical-theological foundation for the ministry intervention project.

4. Write a draft of the supporting literature review for the dissertation project.

5. Describe the methodology for the project that aligns with the purpose and research questions, and establishes appropriate data collection and analysis.

6. Develop a complete draft of the dissertation-project proposal.  (Chapters 1-3)

7. Create an outline for chapters 4 and 5.

Instructor

Dr. Verna J. Lowe

Asbury University

School of Education, Dean

Assistant to the President for Institutional Effectiveness & Strategic Planning

Professor of Education

Expertise:

•
Research design and methodology

•
Performance assessment

•
Instructional delivery for individuals with disabilities

Education:

B.A., Southern Wesleyan University, 1974 in education

M.A., University of Kentucky, 1980 in school psychology

Ed.D., University of Kentucky, 1992 in special education personnel preparation

Outcome of Course

Asbury Seminary’s accrediting agency standards requires the following of the ministry intervention (project): “The ministry project should demonstrate the candidate’s ability to identify a specific theological topic in ministry, organize an effective research model, use appropriate resources, and evaluate the results, and should reflect the candidate’s depth of theological insight in relation to ministry.” The ministry intervention for the dissertation project consists of the following:  (a) A biblical/theological foundation for an aspect of ministry; (b) a ministry intervention that focuses on a researchable problem and incorporates both theological and theoretical support; (c) appropriate research methodology supporting the merits of the ministry intervention; and (d) a thorough analysis and evaluation of the findings.

The purpose of this course is to prepare the dissertation (project) proposal draft (as a work in progress) in anticipation of a proposal hearing and outline chapters 4 and 5 for the final product.  Following this course, you will be assigned a mentor based on your “preference form” (provided during class) and the availability of professors who are currently accepting new D.Min. students.  The goal is to make this match within 4-6 weeks.  Students will be matched with mentors following the class. Once assigned, the mentor and candidate will work together to further develop the proposal in preparation for a proposal hearing.

Texts
Creswell, John W.  Educational Research.  4th ed. Columbus, OH: Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall, 2008.  672 pp


ISBN-13:  978-0-13-1367395
Galvan, Jose L.,  Writing Literature Reviews:  A Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioral Sciences.  4th ed.  Glendale, CA:  Pyrczak Publishing, 2009.  170 pp


ISBN-13: 978-1-884585-86-9
Sensing, Tim. Qualitative Research: A Multi-Methods Approach to Projects for Doctor of Ministry Theses. Eugene, OR:  Wiph & Stock, 2011.  300 pp.


ISBN-13: 978-1-61097-276-5

Kirszner, Laurie and Stephen Mandell.  The Wadsworth Essential Reference Card to the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Seventh Edition, (2009).  Independence, Kentucky: Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2009.  


ISBN-13: 978-0495-79983-2


ISBN-10: 0-495-79983-1

Assignments

Pre-Course Assignments (Due January 9, 2012)

To prepare for the course, please complete the two required pre-assignments and the readings.  Detailed instructions and templates for these assignments appear at the end of this syllabus.

Readings for Pre-Course Assignments.   Please complete the following reading assignments to assist you with the two pre-assignments. *Please note that the Creswell text should be read first.  Then, the remaining reading assignments will flow from the reading in the Creswell text.

Creswell, John W.  Educational Research.  4th ed.


Pre-Course Reading Assignment:  Chapters 1-10

Galvan, Writing Literature Reviews:  A Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences.  4th ed.


Pre-Course Reading Assignment: Chapters 1-9

Sensing, Tim. Qualitative Research: A Multi-Methods Approach to Projects for Doctor of Ministry Theses. Read entire book

Pre-Assignment 1.  
Critical Analysis of Research Articles (Due January 9, 2012)
Research articles are mini-examples of a dissertation.  By reading and analyzing articles, one begins to think as a “researcher.”  In planning and implementing a ministry intervention project, it will be important to refine one’s thinking skills of critical inquiry and analysis.  Please read the directions for the attached Assignment One.  Please select two from the four articles (on assignment sheet).  Read the two articles and complete a critical analysis (use template attached-Pre-assignment #1). 

Pre-Assignment 2.
Ministry Intervention Project Prospectus (Due January 9, 2012)
The ministry intervention project prospectus frames a problem associated with your study, states a purpose, provides a description of your ministry intervention or dissertation project, presents an outline of the literature review, includes a biblical-theological foundation of the area of ministry addressed in your project and supplies an annotated bibliography of a minimum of 15 references. Please use the following outline and refer to the attached writing guidelines:

A. Frame the problem and propose a purpose (1-2 pages)

B. Describe the project you envision (1-2 pages)

C. Outline the literature review (1-2 pages)

D. Craft a beginning theological framework for your project (2-3 pages)

E. Provide an annotated bibliography of at least 15 references.  Five (5) of the 15 references should be journal articles.  See the instructions below on locating articles—at the end of the instructions, information is available on how to locate articles on your particular topic. (1-2 pages)

During-Course Assignments (January 9-13, 2012)

The goal of the class is to provide instruction on all of the components of the dissertation project. The pre-assignment prospectus provides a starting point for further development of the dissertation proposal.  During the week of class, the goal will be to complete a large portion of the proposal (Chapter 1, significant portion of 2, and Chapter 3).  This will involve an unfailing commitment to all class sessions and a minimum of 4-5 hours of writing and research each evening.  This intensive approach to writing the proposal has two benefits:  (a) By staying focused and persevering with the task in a concentrated format, achievement gains are higher; and (b) By the end of the week, each candidate will have a significant draft to take home and finalize.  Please know that as your professor, I will be available to assist and guide during the week.

Please Note:  Additional materials containing a content outline that encompasses research methods, development of literature reviews, components of dissertation chapters 1-5, and analysis procedures will be provided on the first day of class.  In addition, a class schedule outline for each day will also be included (please be prepared for significant evening assignments).  

Post-Course Assignment 

Please complete a 30-50 page draft of the three-chapter dissertation proposal during the 4-6 weeks following the course during which time you will be matched with a faculty mentor. Once you are notified about who your mentor is, please share this draft with your mentor who will then begin to support and guide your project. 

Make sure your draft conforms to all applicable form and style guidelines for MLA as specified by Slade, Form & Style.
Online Section Descriptions and Communication Guidelines

The Online Classroom is built upon the open-source Moodle platform. By logging into http://one.asburyseminary.edu and clicking on the Online Campus tab (upper right corner) you will have access to this course and be able to collaborate with participant-colleagues and me throughout the course.

The following are functions with which you should familiarize yourself:

1.The Course Information Center contains many features to be used throughout the semester: a) Course News and Announcements, where I will post items important for the entire class; b) Syllabus, where a copy of the syllabus is provided; c) To Professor, which is a way for you to post a message directly to me and we can discuss an issue privately; d) Course Questions, which is a public forum where you can publicly post any questions you have regarding the course so others may see your message and respond.  Anytime you have a question or comment about the course, the schedule, the assignments, or anything else that may be of interest to other participants and me you should post it to the Course Questions Forum; e) Prayer Forum, which is a public forum where you can post prayer concerns and praises for all to see.  This is a way for us to build community; f) Open Forum, which is a public forum where you can post anything that is not course-related for all to see.  Examples include someone getting married, an upcoming birthday, discussions on topics not course-related, etc.  This is a way for us to build community.

2. Modules, which are located below the Course Information Center, will contain forums where group discussions will take place, documents or other files to download or view online, and assignment links where you will post your assignments to me.  Modules will be clearly labeled so you can follow along during the semester.

Online Support Contact Information

For technical support, library research support, library loans and Online media contact Information Commons: mailto:Info.Commons@asburyseminary.edu Phone: (859) 858-2233; Toll-free: (866) 454-2733

For general questions and administrative assistance regarding the Online program, contact Dale Hale: mailto:ExL.Office@asburyseminary.edu Phone: (859) 858-2393

Accessing Information Commons Materials

1. General Questions:

a. The Information Commons is a "one-stop shop" for all student research, circulation and technical needs. The Information Commons hours are posted here: https://one.asburyseminary.edu/information-commons
2. Materials Requests:

a. To search the library catalog for available materials, click here: https://one.asburyseminary.edu/information-commons
b. Online Students may request books, photocopies or emailed attachments of journal articles/portions of reference books from Asbury Seminary's Library. Please allow 3-10 business days for all requests to be filled. Contact the Information Commons for costs and instructions on how to make requests.

c. Online students are encouraged to make use of local library resources. Students who live within a 50 mile radius of either the Florida or the Kentucky campus should come to campus to obtain their materials.

3. Research Questions:

a. Online students are encouraged to contact the Information Commons for research assistance including help determining the best sources to use for a paper, finding book reviews, or research questions about using the online databases or any other library materials. 

4. Online Databases: 

a. To access the online library resources including the library catalog and full-text journal databases, go to https://one.asburyseminary.edu/information-commons  or login to OneATS and click on the Information Commons link in General Navigation. The links to Research Databases and other library systems will be on the right-hand side of the page.
Plagiarism

Academic integrity is expected from every student.  Plagiarism, that is, “presenting…another’s ideas or writings as one’s own,” is considered a serious violation of trust and not acceptable.  Detailed information including penalty for plagiarizing is to be found in the Student Handbook.

Copyright Policies

The copyright law of the United States (title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other reproduction. One of these specific conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be "used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research." If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use," that user may be liable for copyright infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law.

Online Media Copyright Information

By the using this material, you are consenting to abide by this copyright policy. Any duplication, reproduction, or modification of this material without express written consent from Asbury Theological Seminary and/or the original publisher is prohibited.

DM891
Pre-Assignment #1

Critical Analysis of Research Articles

Directions:  Please choose 2 articles from the following list.  After reading the article, please complete the critical analysis chart for each of the two articles.  

NOTE:  Instructions for locating these articles are on the next page.  Please print the instructions for reference.

(Thanks to Dr. Stacy Minger who helped locate these articles for the course.)

1.
Experimental Design

Ortberg Jr., John C., Richard L. Gorsuch, and Grace J. Kim. "Changing Attitude and Moral Obligation:  Their Independent Effects on Behavior." Journal for the Scientifice Sudy of Religion 40.3 (2001): 489-97. EBSCO Host databases. Asbury Theological Seminary Library, Wilmore, KY. 21 July, 2004 <http://web12.epnet.com>

2.
Case Studies

Unruh, Heidi Rolland. "Religious Elements of Church-Based Social Service Programs:  Types, Variables and Integrative Strategies." Review of Religious Research 45.4 (2004): 317-35. EBSCO Host databases. Asbury Theological Seminary Library, Wilmore, KY. 21 July, 2004 <http://web12.epnet.com>

3.
Survey Research

Stockard, Jean, Susie C. Stanley, and Benton Johnson. "Moving from Sect to Church:  Variations in Views Regarding Sanctification among Wesleyan/Holiness Clergy." Review of Religious Research 43.1 (2001): 70-92. EBSCO Host databases. Asbury Theological Seminary Library, Wilmore, KY. 21 July, 2004 <http://web12.epnet.com>

4.
Survey Research

Zondag, Hessel J. "Knowing You Make a Difference:  Result Awareness and Satisfaction in the Pastoral Profession." Review of Religious Research 45.3 (2004): 254-69. EBSCO Host databases. Asbury Theological Seminary Library, Wilmore, KY. 21 July, 2004 http://web12.epnet.com
DIRECTIONS FOR LOCATING ARTICLES LISTED FOR PRE-ASSIGNMENT #1

Go to OneATS at the following address:    one.asburyseminary.edu
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Click on B.L. Fisher Library
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Click on Asbury Scholar
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Turn on the checkbox beside Select/deselect all and then click Continue



Next to the first field under “Searching”, change the first drop down box from “Select a Field (optional)” to “Title.”  

Enter the first 4 to 5 words of the article title in that first field (i.e.- Changing Attitude and Moral)

Under “Limit your results” turn on the check boxes by “Full Text ” and “Scholarly (Peer Reviewed Journals”.

Now hit Enter/Return or click the “Search” button beside the “TI Title” field.

Locate the correct article and click the title.
You may read the article here or click to the left on PDF Full Text to download a PDF of the article:
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NOTE:  to start the search over, click the [image: image3.png]


 button at the top and begin again.  

TO LOCATE ARTICLES PERTINENT TO YOUR PARTICULAR DISSERTATION TOPIC:

Follow the same procedure above except change the first drop-down field to “TX All Text” and enter the topic you wish to research.  

For example, a search done this way on “postmodern preaching” displayed 103 possible options. 

NOTE:  representatives from ATS Info Commons will visit the class and offer additional training on how to use Asbury Scholar and other search engines to focus your research.
NOTE:  Please copy and paste the following 2 pages into a new Word doc to use for the completion of this assignment.

Critical Analysis 

Directions: Select 2 articles from articles 1-4.  Please complete the following analysis for each of the two articles. Please bring your critical analysis chart of the 2 articles to class.

	Article Title:  



	Identify Problem 

What is the problem that frames the research in this article?


	Purpose

How does the purpose relate to the problem?
	Research Questions/Hypotheses

How do the research questions relate to the purpose?
	Method

How does the method address the research questions?


	Results

How do the results respond to the research questions?

	Literature Review:  Identify how the literature review supported the purpose, research questions, method, and framed the results of the study.



	


	Article Title:  



	Identify Problem 

What is the problem that frames the research in this article?


	Purpose

How does the purpose relate to the problem?
	Research Questions/Hypotheses

How do the research questions relate to the purpose?
	Method

How does the method address the research questions?


	Results

How do the results respond to the research questions?

	Literature Review:  Identify how the literature review supported the purpose, research questions, method, and framed the results of the study.



	


DM891 Pre-Assignment #2

Ministry Intervention (Dissertation) Project Prospectus

Writing Guide

Directions:  The following writing guide provides information to use in writing the prospectus.  Please respond to the characteristics for each section of the prospectus.  As you write this paper, please use a professional writing style.  Please remember to communicate clearly with appropriate grammar and form. Follow the specified guidelines for MLA within Slade, Form and Style.

	Prospectus Section
	Characteristics To Be Included
	Page Range

	Frame the problem & propose a purpose
	Problem

• Begin with a big idea about ministry about which  

  you are passionate

• You may cite an anecdote or personal observation.

• Support the problem in research

Purpose

• Flows from the problem

• Suggests a ministry intervention

• Implies direction for research
	1-2 pages for this section

	Describe project you envision
	• Be so specific in your description that it could be 

  completed by someone else

• Respond to “reporter questions” of who, what, 

  when, where, how, and under what conditions the 

  ministry intervention will occur
	1-2 pages for this section

	Outline of Literature Review
	• In this section, do not write in paragraphs 

  unless you feel prepared to do so.

• Using an outline format, identify the themes that 

  plan to research (or have researched) for your study 
	1-2 pages for this section

	Theological Framework of the project
	 • Derives from a specific doctrine or biblical 

   passage

• Is based upon sound exegesis

• Identifies implications for practice of ministry 

   emerging out of the theological foundation
	2-3 pages for this section

	Annotated Bibliography
	• Use the appropriate form of citing references

• Identify 15 references in support of the idea for the 

  project

• Annotated—Following the reference citation, 

  please add 1-2 sentences on how this article relates     

  to your study.
	1-2 pages for this section

	Total Prospectus
	
	6-11 pages


